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Notwithstanding fullest front-page coverage Rio press, impact here 
recent Cuban developments and pertinent US and Soviet: Statements 
deadened by domestic political crisis over past few weeks,, Crisis 
also precluded any serious discussion these events between Embassy 
and GOB officials o Meanwhile, however, Embassy* s various 
approaches Foreign Office re Cuban matters — e„g. our request 
copy Brazilian report health conditions Cuba and our suggestion 
GOB representations GOC behalf Cuban political prisoners (on Nj 
both which cases action promised but not yet forthcoming), out^v/sj 
inquiry as to GOB position re entry Cuba into LAFTA, our n^ 
discussions re Soviet shipments to Cuba and forthcoming informal 
MFM, and even question of seating Cuba at PAHO Conference wh^hv> 
13S approved- -have all met with some cynical attitude revealing\^j 
suspicion US intentions. v&V 

Thus^fer Embassy ii receipt half dozen telegrams from small but vocal 
pro-Castro leftist student and labor groups protesting "provo^Qx 
cations and threats Noyth American imperialism" against Cuba . £/ 

Editorial comment scanty .■ C0REI0 DA KANHA found on September .^V 
13 that world-wide alarm possibility US-Soviet clash ^justifieAl) 
and, though "two contenders 11 making antagonistic move^ plgpe Cuban 
situation to their own advantage, nobody except Fidel^ba^Sro and 


Cuban exiles in Miami wants war. 

JORNAL DO BRASXL, which of ten reflects views Foreign Office, 
foresaw editorially. September 18 that Cuban problem would ri^k 
^^tdb}]^ 1 DMGA ' ij ^ i 3Stng # t:his # ipp^x # due excited. US. public opinion, 
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shocked by spectacle massive Soviet aid but "further Stirred 
up by candidates forthcoming congressional elections":^ But 
for Brazil, JORNAL went on, there should be "no changeTiiv- 
position unless there be changes Cuban attitude placing Iff 
danger security other American states". ~- ~S 

As yet, therefore, we have no clear indication change ^in general 
press reaction or in official position as result receiHf develop- 
ments o New Foreign Minister not yet briefed on subject, has only 
declared general adherence previously established foreign policy. 
Will be able ascertain official line clearly only when he come 
Rio at beginning next week. j 
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